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Vintage report 

The season started with an opening water allocation of 2%. Early 
indications just after the start of Chardonnay flowering was that bunch 
numbers were high, but an extreme heat wave in November did a lot of 
damage to the bunches, with some varieties such as Cabernet Sauvignon 
that were flowering at the time being severely affected. There were some 
cases where there was no fruit set at all due to the heat. It would appear 
that this heat and the water restrictions affected all crops as berry size was 
small which meant lower than normal crops.  
 
Apart from a couple of rain events which did not do any damage, the 
weather for the rest of the season was almost perfect, with no extended 
heat events during the ripening stages giving us a vintage which will 
produce better than average quality.  
 
Given the lower than average cropping levels and the low prices it has 
been a very difficult year for all growers. 
 
Jim Caddy 
Phylloxera and Grape Industry Board and CCW 

 

Overview of vintage statistics 

The harvest from the Riverland was 333,600 tonnes in 2010, 16% below 
the 2009 harvest. The total value of purchased grapes decreased almost 
$50 million, with average purchase values for the major varieties all 
dropping significantly. Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay 
decreased to all-time lows of $305, $303 and $211 per tonne respectively. 

There were 126 hectares of new plantings in the Riverland in spring 2009 
(including top-working and replacements) compared with 254 hectares in 
the previous year. The amount of new planting has been declining for 
several years, and in 2009 only represented less than 1% of the total area 
planted. Most of the new plantings were in Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Shiraz. The total area planted to vines in the Riverland has decreased by 
almost 1,000 hectares compared with this time last year, which means that 
removals were around 1,100 hectares. 

The estimated production from the Riverland for 2011 is 423,000 tonnes 
based on reasonable water allocations. The wineries’ committed intake is 
around 378,000 tonnes, so there is likely to be 45,000 tonnes of surplus 
fruit.   

By 2015, assuming an improvement in water allocations and growing 
conditions but taking into account the small decline in planted area, the 
estimated production is 427,000 tonnes, of which 76% (324,000 tonnes) is 
already under contract or winery grown fruit. This leaves over 100,000 
tonnes as yet uncommitted.   

Across the state, assuming "normal" growing conditions, there is expected 
to be a 278,000 tonne surplus compared with demand in 2015 (see State 
Summary section).   
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Riverland Vintage Riverland 1996 - 2010
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Riverland Winegrape intake summary - vintage 2010

Variety

Tonnes 

purchased

Lowest 

price1

Highest 

price1

Total value 

purchased 

grapes

Calc avg. 

purch. 

value per 

tonne

Winery 

grown fruit

Total 

crushed
2

Est total value 

ALL grapes

RED

Barbera 18 $4,415 $239 0 18 $4,415
Cabernet Franc 4 $966 $230 38 42 $9,665
Cabernet Sauvignon 41,493 $100 $600 $12,571,492 $303 8,639 50,131 $15,188,796
Carignan 0 36 36 $10,750
Grenache 2,996 $130 $369 $737,986 $246 636 3,632 $894,536
Malbec 177 $40,597 $229 98 275 $62,984
Mataro 1,593 $140 $375 $472,796 $297 0 1,593 $472,796
Merlot 14,220 $125 $600 $4,001,924 $281 5,757 19,977 $5,622,211
Muscat a Petit Grains Rouge / Rose 0 1 1 $299
Other Red 399 $140 $800 $147,445 $369 67 466 $172,070
Petit Verdot 6,692 $130 $530 $1,523,176 $228 4,278 10,970 $2,496,990
Pinot Noir 5,549 $165 $450 $1,813,136 $327 199 5,748 $1,878,161
Ruby Cabernet 1,235 $130 $311 $296,617 $240 779 2,014 $483,688
Sangiovese 93 $19,568 $210 312 405 $85,107
Shiraz 73,936 $100 $800 $22,580,662 $305 12,869 86,806 $26,511,079
Tarrango 158 $40,335 $256 0 158 $40,335
Tempranillo 210 $300 $600 $78,900 $376 0 210 $78,900
Touriga 33 $8,926 $270 53 86 $23,123
Zinfandel 2 $418 $220 0 2 $418
Total Red winegrapes 148,808 $44,339,359 33,761 182,568 $54,036,323

1 Lowest and highest prices are only reported when there are at least three purchasers.  Very low prices may relate to extremely small parcels of fruit

   or fruit delivered that was over the contract amount or penalised for other reasons.

2  It is estimated that the non-response rate for Riverland is 0%.
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Riverland Winegrape intake summary - vintage 2010

Variety

Tonnes 

purchased

Lowest 

price1

Highest 

price1

Total value 

purchased 

grapes

Calc avg. 

purch. 

value per 

tonne

Winery 

grown fruit

Total 

crushed
2

Est total value 

ALL grapes

WHITE

Canada Muscat 83 $46,475 $558 0 83 $46,475
Chardonnay 65,635 $90 $550 $13,874,989 $211 9,234 74,869 $15,827,059
Chenin Blanc 1,687 $110 $350 $364,665 $216 34 1,721 $371,983
Colombard 19,475 $110 $300 $3,920,540 $201 1,220 20,695 $4,166,159
Crouchen 27 $6,423 $236 78 105 $24,755
Doradillo 73 $13,531 $185 530 603 $111,674
Marsanne 14 $2,710 $200 0 14 $2,710
Muscadelle 15 $4,633 $299 23 39 $11,580
Muscat a Petit Grains Blanc 616 $205 $550 $197,418 $320 5 621 $198,878
Muscat Gordo Blanco 19,651 $140 $500 $4,857,951 $247 1,652 21,303 $5,266,312
Other White 2,320 $90 $650 $738,705 $318 366 2,686 $855,291
Palomino 68 $23,786 $350 0 68 $23,786
Pedro Ximenes 27 $5,122 $190 0 27 $5,122
Pinot Gris 400 $275 $600 $187,753 $470 167 567 $266,114
Riesling 2,005 $140 $400 $694,054 $346 620 2,625 $908,638
Roussanne 7 $1,436 $210 0 7 $1,436
Sauvignon Blanc 7,097 $150 $450 $2,494,697 $352 2,627 9,724 $3,417,946
Semillon 4,645 $125 $446 $1,146,588 $247 4,349 8,994 $2,220,107
Sultana 208 $44,387 $213 0 208 $44,387
Taminga 91 $16,650 $183 0 91 $16,650
Traminer 2,025 $630,132 $311 264 2,289 $712,386
Trebbiano 30 $8,785 $292 0 30 $8,785
Verdelho 834 $150 $260 $187,159 $225 659 1,493 $335,121
Viognier 1,970 $125 $850 $785,961 $399 199 2,170 $865,418
Total White winegrapes 129,005 $30,254,549 22,027 151,031 $35,708,773

Grand Total All winegrapes 277,812 $74,593,908 55,787 333,600 $89,745,095

1 Lowest and highest prices are only reported when there are at least three purchasers.  Very low prices may relate to extremely small parcels of fruit

   or fruit delivered that was over the contract amount or penalised for other reasons.

2  It is estimated that the non-response rate for Riverland is 0%.
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Riverland Historical Weighted Average Price vs tonnes crushed
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Riverland Current plantings by variety and year planted

Variety Pre-2007 2007 2008 2009 Total area
% planted 

in 2009

White winegrapes

Biancone (White Grenache) 11 0 0 0 11 0%

Chardonnay 4674 48 6 0 4728 0%

Chenin Blanc 103 0 0 0 103 0%

Colombard 849 0 1 0 850 0%

Doradillo 117 0 0 0 117 0%

Muscadelle (Tokay) 13 0 0 0 13 0%

Muscat A Petit Grains Blanc 111 5 12 6 134 5%

Muscat Gordo Blanco 1081 27 26 11 1145 1%

Other white 57 2 1 2 62 3%

Palomino 16 0 0 0 16 0%

Pinot Gris 22 27 3 3 55 5%

Riesling 221 1 0 0 222 0%

Sauvignon Blanc 336 83 66 2 487 0%

Semillon 374 7 1 0 382 0%

Sultana 257 2 0 0 259 0%

Traminer (Gewurtztraminer) 113 0 0 1 114 1%

Trebbiano 22 0 0 0 22 0%

Verdelho 113 0 0 0 113 0%

Vermentino 0 0 2 13 15 86%

Viognier 122 29 2 3 156 2%

Total white winegrapes 8612 231 121 40 9005 0%

Current area in hectares
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Riverland Current plantings by variety and year planted

Variety Pre-2007 2007 2008 2009 Total area
% planted 

in 2009

Red winegrapes

Cabernet Sauvignon 3173 16 14 34 3236 1%

Grenache 390 1 0 4 395 1%

Malbec 26 0 0 0 26 0%

Mataro (Mourvedre) 270 2 0 0 273 0%

Merlot 1168 8 8 4 1188 0%

Other red 47 1 2 0 51 1%

Petit Verdot 513 0 0 0 513 0%

Pinot Noir 243 27 15 1 286 0%

Rubired 13 0 0 0 13 0%

Ruby Cabernet 193 0 0 0 193 0%

Sangiovese 15 0 0 0 15 0%

Shiraz 5287 41 86 39 5454 1%

Tarrango 15 0 0 0 15 0%

Tempranillo 29 0 7 2 38 4%

Total red winegrapes 11383 96 132 84 11696 1%

Unknown variety 255 0 0 0 255 0%

Rootstock block 31 0 0 0 31 0%

Multipurpose grapes - red 83 2 0 2 87 2%

Multipurpose grapes - white 35 0 0 0 35 0%

Tablegrapes - red 41 0 1 0 42 0%

Tablegrapes - white 20 0 0 0 20 0%

Total all varieties 20460 329 254 126 21169 1%

Current area in hectares
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Riverland Estimated supply and committed intake 2011 - 2015

Est Supply 1 Est Supply 1 Est Supply 1

Variety

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Red winegrapes

Barbera 0 0 7 7 0 0 7 7 0 0 7 7
Cabernet Franc 0 35 5 40 0 35 5 40 0 35 5 40
Cabernet Sauvignon 57,523 11,609 44,158 55,767 57,950 11,750 40,470 52,220 57,950 11,835 38,059 49,893
Carignan 0 40 0 40 0 40 0 40 0 40 0 40
Grenache 8,210 649 3,738 4,387 8,252 664 2,871 3,534 8,252 624 2,153 2,777
Malbec 460 89 292 381 460 89 292 381 460 89 292 381
Mataro 4,903 0 2,897 2,897 4,906 0 2,059 2,059 4,906 0 1,942 1,942
Merlot 22,425 6,593 14,287 20,880 22,542 6,599 11,464 18,063 22,542 6,554 10,496 17,050
Muscat a Petit Grains Rouge / Rose 0 2 78 80 0 2 78 80 0 2 0 2
Other Red 1,152 104 405 509 1,172 104 554 658 1,172 104 515 620
Petit Verdot 10,267 4,259 6,109 10,367 10,267 4,259 5,080 9,339 10,267 4,234 5,013 9,246
Pinot Noir 5,545 1,001 5,559 6,560 5,703 1,001 4,996 5,996 5,703 1,001 4,421 5,422
Ruby Cabernet 3,851 1,056 625 1,681 3,851 1,061 524 1,585 3,851 1,036 278 1,314
Sangiovese 310 300 172 472 310 300 172 472 310 300 172 472
Shiraz 102,064 15,892 72,895 88,788 103,254 15,994 63,045 79,039 103,254 15,833 59,027 74,860
Tarrango 293 0 0 0 293 0 0 0 293 0 0 0
Tempranillo 655 3 513 516 742 63 178 241 742 183 88 271
Touriga 0 74 57 131 0 74 57 131 0 74 57 131
Zinfandel 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2
Total red winegrapes 217,658 41,706 151,800 193,506 219,703 42,034 131,854 173,889 219,703 41,944 122,527 164,471

1
 Supply forecast produced by PGIBSA based on the South Australian vineyard register

2
 A raising factor of 1.0 has been applied to committed intake to allow for non-respondents

2011 2013 2015

Committed intake2 Committed intake2 Committed intake2
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Riverland Estimated supply and committed intake 2011 - 2015

Est Supply 1 Est Supply 1 Est Supply 1

Variety

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

White winegrapes

Canada Muscat 0 0 95 95 0 0 95 95 0 0 95 95
Chardonnay 103,952 9,014 84,285 93,299 104,021 9,355 72,090 81,444 104,021 9,314 68,489 77,804
Chenin Blanc 2,575 35 2,179 2,214 2,575 35 2,076 2,111 2,575 0 1,981 1,981
Colombard 22,093 2,763 24,745 27,507 22,106 2,672 23,681 26,353 22,106 2,652 23,089 25,741
Crouchen 0 92 52 144 0 92 52 144 0 92 52 144
Doradillo 2,925 774 149 923 2,925 724 149 873 2,925 724 135 859
Marsanne 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Muscadelle 260 16 73 89 260 16 3 19 260 16 3 19
Muscat a Petit Grains Blanc 3,050 280 441 722 3,274 280 547 828 3,274 280 487 768
Muscat Gordo Blanco 26,909 1,666 20,285 21,951 27,350 2,436 16,700 19,136 27,350 2,356 15,366 17,722
Other White 1,501 510 3,092 3,602 1,677 761 3,352 4,113 1,677 761 3,247 4,008
Palomino 327 0 99 99 327 0 0 0 327 0 0 0
Pedro Ximenes 0 0 30 30 0 0 30 30 0 0 30 30
Pinot Gris 1,008 310 641 951 1,069 410 984 1,394 1,069 410 1,069 1,479
Riesling 4,445 675 2,599 3,274 4,445 735 2,615 3,350 4,445 735 2,615 3,350
Roussanne 0 0 8 8 0 0 8 8 0 0 8 8
Sauvignon Blanc 11,296 3,128 10,107 13,235 12,150 3,353 9,478 12,831 12,150 3,363 9,343 12,706
Semillon 9,536 4,448 4,017 8,465 9,548 4,448 3,011 7,459 9,548 4,448 2,239 6,687
Sultana 6,213 0 877 877 6,220 0 856 856 6,220 0 856 856
Taminga 0 0 67 67 0 0 67 67 0 0 67 67
Traminer 2,824 420 2,060 2,480 2,836 400 2,096 2,496 2,836 400 1,905 2,305
Trebbiano 546 0 21 21 546 0 21 21 546 0 21 21
Verdelho 2,822 956 1,003 1,959 2,822 956 859 1,815 2,822 921 583 1,503
Viognier 2,735 454 1,685 2,139 2,775 454 855 1,309 2,775 454 662 1,116
Total white winegrapes 205,013 25,541 158,610 184,151 206,925 27,128 139,624 166,752 206,925 26,928 132,342 159,269

Total all winegrapes 422,671 67,247 310,410 377,657 426,627 69,162 271,478 340,641 426,627 68,872 254,868 323,740

1
 Supply forecast produced by PGIBSA based on the South Australian vineyard register

2
 A raising factor of 1.0 has been applied to committed intake to allow for non-respondents

2011 2013 2015

Committed intake2 Committed intake2 Committed intake2
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