
History
In 1874 the South Australian government passed the Vines Protection Act, which authorized the governor to 
prohibit the introduction of vine cuttings or rooted vines either absolutely, or from countries infected with  
Phylloxera or any other disease. This was reinforced by another Act in 1878 which provided for the  
appointment of inspectors of vineyards, the erection of landmarks to show infected areas, and the destruction 
of infected vineyards.  After the destruction of vines infected with Phylloxera, no new vines were to be planted 
in that ground for at least 5 years. During the 1890’s leading grape growers believed that the legislation 
relating to Phylloxera should be more stringent.  The Phylloxera Act 1899 created a Phylloxera Board to be 
elected by the growers and gave power to the Board to levy rates on commercial vineyards to form a  
Phylloxera fund. The Act laid down procedures for the inspection of vineyards, placing them under quarantine, 
the destruction of infested vines, the payment of compensation from the fund (provided the vineyards were 
not neglected) and the control or prohibition of the introduction of vines into South Australia. Since that initial 
Act, there have been several legislative changes to the Act to reflect the changing industry dynamics and 
structures. The current Act was gazetted in 1995 after extensive consultation across the industry.

Role
The Board is a statutory body under the Phylloxera and Grape Industry Act (1995).

The major functions of the Board are:

1. To identify and assess the risk of Phylloxera and other diseases to the State.

2. To develop policies for the appropriate management of machinery and other vectors, into and within the  
 State, to prevent the spread of disease.

3. To develop policies for the management of outbreaks of disease.

4. Support, encourage and evaluate research into rootstocks, diseases and disease control.

5. To educate the industry on the impact of diseases and promote best practice or industry codes of  
 practice that would minimise the risk of disease.

The Board undertakes these functions within a changing environment of industry expectations, international 
and national agreements, ongoing scientific research which results in changes to management strategies. 
The Board provides advice to the government when requested.
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