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Explanations and Definitions 
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INTAKE (CURRENT VINTAGE) DATA 

Definition of regions 

Regions have been defined in accordance with Geographical Indication (GI) 
boundaries. If a GI region has not been declared, or produces less than 5,000 tonnes, 
then the data is aggregated into the relevant GI zone. Disaggregation of data into 
smaller regions such as Southern Fleurieu and Mount Benson is available on request 
from the Board’s office.   

Total crush 

The total crushed is the total tonnes of grapes crushed from a particular source 
region, whether processed in that region, another region in SA or interstate. All 
wineries in Australia that are known to source fruit from South Australian vineyards are 
included in the survey collection process. However, not all wineries submit a survey 
form - therefore the total tonnage reported may underestimate the true crush.  An 
estimate of the non-response rate for each region is provided below each intake 
summary report.  Reported fruit is separated into fruit produced from the winery’s own 

or associated vineyards (“own grown”) and from independent vineyards (“purchased”).     
 
Crop value data 

On the survey forms, wineries are asked to record total purchase value. This is the 
total amount paid for fruit of a particular variety at the point of receival – NOT including 
freight.  It includes any penalties or bonuses (eg Baumé) applied at the weighbridge, 
but DOES NOT INCLUDE other bonuses or adjustments such as end use quality 
bonuses, which are not available at the time the survey is conducted.   

The calculated average purchase value per tonne is the average amount paid per 
tonne of fruit across all wineries. Winery grown grapes are not included in the 
calculation of average purchase value; nor are grapes grown by companies connected 
with the winery or under lease arrangements. The estimated total value of 

purchased grapes is calculated by multiplying the average purchase value per tonne 
by the total tonnes purchased. The estimated total value of total grapes is 
calculated by multiplying the average purchase value per tonne by all tonnes crushed.  
If there is a variety where there are no purchases, then the average purchase value 
across all other varieties of the same colour in the same region is used to determine an 
estimated value for the own grown grapes. 

Note: in small varieties there may sometimes be only one winery contributing towards 

a calculated average purchase value per tonne.   

 

 

 

 

 

Important note on average purchase value 
There is considerable variation in the pricing arrangements made by different wineries.  
For example, some wineries make adjustment payments based on the average value 
per tonne reported in this survey and some pay quality bonuses based on the end use 
of the product.  These additional payments are not included in the reported figures.  
The average price also does not give any indication of the distribution of prices, or 
variables that go into individual contracts.  Therefore the average price should not be 
compared directly with an individual grower’s arrangement. 

Highest and lowest price 

Wineries are asked to report the highest and lowest prices paid for any parcel of fruit of 
a particular variety, of any size.  The highest of all highest prices, and the lowest of all 
lowest prices are reported – provided that at least three wineries have provided this 
information for any particular variety.  Note: the highest or lowest price may be for a 

very small parcel of fruit - and/or reflect an unusual pricing arrangement - eg payment 

by the hectare rather than per tonne, “spot market” sales of excess fruit etc. 

 

FORECASTS 

Estimated supply 

Supply forecasts have been calculated independently using the planting information 
obtained from the PGIBSA vineyard register (see below). They are calculated by 
multiplying the area of vines by an estimated yield figure determined separately for 
each variety in each region, which takes into account industry practices and objectives 
as well as historical averages. However, the supply forecasts do not make any 
allowance for future vine removals or mothballing, yield capping or the effects of 
ongoing water restrictions or unusual seasonal conditions. 

Committed intake 

Committed intake is the amount of fruit that wineries are already committed to take in, 
for a given future year. It is made up of winery grown fruit and contract purchases.  
Only existing or ongoing contracts are included – not intended future signings or 
renewals.   
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Explanations and Definitions 
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Available supply 

Available supply (uncommitted fruit) is the difference between estimated supply and 
committed intake.  It is the amount of fruit estimated to be available on the open (spot) 
market.   NB If the committed intake is higher than the estimated supply, this indicates 
a discrepancy between the independent supply forecasts and the wineries’ estimates 

of future production.  In this case, available supply is recorded as zero – rather than as 
a negative number. 

Comparing supply and committed intake 

In order to compare supply with committed intake, the latter figures are “raised” to 

compensate for non-respondents. There is no raising of supply figures because it is 
assumed that the PGIBSA vineyard planting information is close to 100% complete.  
The non-response rate is calculated separately for each region and is indicated below 
the relevant tables. 

Demand (required intake) 

Following consultation with industry during 2009, it was decided to omit demand 
figures from the 2010 survey. These figures were considered by the majority of 
respondents to be unreliable and/or unhelpful. They also add considerably to the 
survey load for the wineries. Readers of this report are encouraged to provide 
feedback on this decision either directly to SAWIA or the WGCSA, or to the PGIBSA. 

 

PLANTING DATA 

Derivation of planting data tables 

Planting data is not derived from the 2010 South Australian Utilisation and Pricing 
Survey of wineries. The information is obtained from the vineyard register maintained 
by the Phylloxera and Grape Industry Board of South Australia. 

The Board is required under the Phylloxera and Grape Industry Act 1995 to maintain a 
complete and accurate register of grapegrowers in the state. All vineyard owners with 
more than 0.5 hectares are required by law to register with the Board, and to complete 
an accurate vineyard return each year, giving details of their plantings. This information 
is kept strictly confidential. An accurate vineyard register enables the Board to produce 
complete, up-to-date statistical information on vineyard plantings by variety, year 
planted and location.  

For more information on registration of vineyards, please contact the Phylloxera and 
Grape Industry Board office on 08 8362 0488. 

Explanatory notes for planting data tables 

1. Planting data tables are current as at April 2010 and include all plantings from the 
2009 planting season.  Vines planted in a particular year may include topworked 
or replaced vines, as well as new plantings in virgin ground. Where vines have 
been replaced or topworked, the old variety record is removed. This explains why 
the area planted for earlier years may be different in the 2010 report compared 
with previous reports. 

2. Vineyard plantings are recorded by Geographical Indication. Planting details for 
smaller regions not included in the survey report are available on request from the 
Board. 

3. Where a 0 appears in a table, this may indicate the presence of a planting of less 
than 0.5 hectares, or it may indicate zero plantings. Rounding may produce a 
slight error in totals or percentages. 

 

4



Currency Creek Vintage overview 
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Vintage report 

The heat wave of November 2009 created a challenging event early in the 
growing season that had a significant impact on flowering right across the 
cool climate regions of SA. As with other regions, this heat affected any 
vines that were at the sensitive flowering stage in the Currency Creek 
region. The same vineyards whose early flowering varieties were affected, 
saw little effect on the yields of their later flowering counterparts. 
 
Fortunately for local growers, the cool nature of the Currency Creek region 
saw relatively few blocks at the critical flowering stage during this event. In 
fact, the blocks that had access to good water in adequate volumes were 
advantaged by this early season heat in terms of canopy growth. 
 
The 2010 vintage returned to “normal” with mild weather in late November 
and through December. Despite a couple of hot spells after Christmas, 
February was cool and mild and vintage started just a few days earlier 
than in 2009.  
 
While quality was good in the whites, early crop yields were reduced by 
25-30% from average, with the later crops being about average. In the 
reds, Cabernet Sauvignon and Grenache yields were below average (due 
to lighter bunch weights), while Shiraz was above average and Merlot 
yields about average. All red varieties look very good this year and the 
cool and relatively dry finish allowed the fruit to hang until tannins ripened 
beautifully, with the last fruit being picked on the 21st of April.  
 
Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot ferments all look to be of excellent 
quality with great length and generous varietal characters.  
 
It was nice to see the vintage proceed in an orderly fashion with a return to 
the old fashioned gap between the picking of whites and reds, which made 
life easier in both the vineyard and the winery. 
 
David Watkins, President 
Currency Creek Wine Region Association 

Overview of vintage statistics 

The reported harvest from Currency Creek was 8,947 tonnes in 2010, a 
25% fall on the record for the region in 2009. The total value of grapes 
from the region is estimated to be $6.9 million, compared with $10.7 
million in 2009. The average purchase value for all major varieties 
decreased. The average purchase value of Sauvignon Blanc fell by a 
significant 40%, but was the only major variety to record a significant 
increase (50%) in total tonnes crushed. 

New plantings in Currency Creek in spring 2009 (including top-working 
and replacements) were negligible for the third year in a row.  

The estimated production from Currency Creek vineyards for 2011 is 
around 9,300 tonnes with a wineries committed intake of 8,300 tonnes, 
leaving just 1,000 tonnes of uncommitted fruit. 

By 2015, the estimated production is expected to slightly increase to 
around 9,400 tonnes, of which only 4,000 tonnes is already committed.   

Across the state, assuming "normal" growing conditions, there is expected 
to be a 278,000 tonne surplus compared with demand in 2015 (see State 
Summary section).   
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Currency Creek Winegrape intake summary - vintage 2010

Variety

Tonnes 

purchased

Lowest 

price1

Highest 

price1

Total value 

purchased 

grapes

Calc avg. 

purch. 

value per 

tonne

Winery 

grown fruit

Total 

crushed
2

Est total value 

ALL grapes

RED

Cabernet Sauvignon 2,226 $150 $2,119 $1,796,328 $807 533 2,759 $2,226,835
Grenache 62 $61,920 $999 6 68 $67,513
Malbec 0 14 14 $10,866
Merlot 707 $190 $1,690 $640,419 $906 161 868 $786,346
Nebbiolo 0 4 4 $2,928
Petit Verdot 0 12 12 $9,292
Pinot Noir 35 $25,203 $726 1 36 $26,263
Sangiovese 30 $35,157 $1,174 5 35 $41,216
Shiraz 2,717 $150 $2,372 $1,962,362 $722 352 3,070 $2,216,621
Tempranillo 5 $6,561 $1,215 0 5 $6,561
Total Red winegrapes 5,782 $4,527,950 1,088 6,871 $5,394,442

WHITE

Chardonnay 848 $140 $800 $609,864 $719 300 1,148 $825,656
Other White 6 $6,645 $1,035 0 6 $6,645
Pinot Gris 139 $900 $1,200 $128,009 $919 30 169 $155,593
Riesling 25 $14,196 $558 12 38 $21,148
Roussanne 0 6 6 $4,348
Sauvignon Blanc 350 $150 $900 $255,380 $730 198 547 $399,535
Semillon 32 $4,854 $150 31 64 $9,555
Traminer 45 $26,904 $598 12 57 $34,198
Viognier 2 $371 $150 39 41 $6,170
Total White winegrapes 1,449 $1,046,222 628 2,077 $1,462,847

Grand Total All winegrapes 7,231 $5,574,172 1,717 8,947 $6,857,289

1 Lowest and highest prices are only reported when there are at least three purchasers.  Very low prices may relate to extremely small parcels of fruit

   or fruit delivered that was over the contract amount or penalised for other reasons.

2  It is estimated that the non-response rate for Currency Creek is 0%.

SA Winegrape Utilisation and Pricing Survey 2010 Phylloxera and Grape Industry Board of SA
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Currency Creek Current plantings by variety and year planted

Variety Pre-2007 2007 2008 2009 Total area
% planted 

in 2009

Red winegrapes

Cabernet Sauvignon 288 0 0 0 288 0%

Grenache 11 0 0 0 11 0%

Lagrein 1 0 0 0 1 0%

Merlot 65 0 0 0 65 0%

Nebbiolo 1 0 0 0 1 0%

Petit Verdot 4 0 0 0 4 0%

Pinot Noir 3 0 0 8 11 71%

Sangiovese 4 0 0 0 4 0%

Shiraz 322 0 0 0 322 0%

Tempranillo 5 0 0 0 5 0%

Total red winegrapes 703 0 0 8 711 1%

White winegrapes

Chardonnay 121 0 0 0 121 0%

Pinot Gris 16 0 0 0 17 0%

Riesling 15 0 0 0 15 0%

Roussanne 1 0 0 0 1 0%

Sauvignon Blanc 55 3 0 0 58 0%

Semillon 6 1 0 0 8 0%

Traminer (Gewurtztraminer) 6 0 0 0 6 0%

Viognier 6 0 0 0 6 0%

Vermentino 3 0 0 0 3 0%

Total white winegrapes 229 4 0 0 234 0%

Unknown variety 15 0 0 0 15 0%

Total all varieties 947 4 0 8 959 1%

Current area in hectares

SA Winegrape Utilisation and Pricing Survey 2010 Phylloxera and Grape Industry Board of SA
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Currency Creek Estimated supply and committed intake 2011 - 2015

Est Supply 1 Est Supply 1 Est Supply 1

Variety
Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Winery 

grapes

Contract 

purchases

Total 

committed 

intake

Red winegrapes

Cabernet Sauvignon 2,881 397 2,175 2,573 2,881 397 408 806 2,881 397 408 806
Grenache 110 6 92 98 110 6 0 6 110 6 0 6
Malbec 0 14 0 14 0 14 0 14 0 14 0 14
Merlot 648 177 515 692 648 177 0 177 648 177 0 177
Nebbiolo 7 4 0 4 7 4 0 4 7 4 0 4
Other Red 10 0 12 12 10 0 0 0 10 0 0 0
Petit Verdot 40 12 0 12 40 12 0 12 40 12 0 12
Pinot Noir 32 2 123 125 72 2 184 186 72 2 156 158
Sangiovese 39 5 30 35 39 5 0 5 39 5 0 5
Shiraz 3,216 401 1,917 2,318 3,216 401 498 898 3,216 401 498 898
Tempranillo 46 0 17 17 46 0 0 0 46 0 0 0
Total red winegrapes 7,028 1,018 4,882 5,900 7,068 1,018 1,090 2,107 7,068 1,018 1,062 2,079

White winegrapes

Chardonnay 1,213 1,308 60 1,369 1,213 1,308 0 1,308 1,213 1,308 0 1,308
Other White 25 0 12 12 25 0 0 0 25 0 0 0
Pinot Gris 165 151 12 163 166 151 0 151 166 151 0 151
Riesling 147 73 55 128 147 73 0 73 147 73 0 73
Roussanne 7 6 0 6 7 6 0 6 7 6 0 6
Sauvignon Blanc 573 272 261 533 581 272 261 533 581 272 0 272
Semillon 71 33 0 33 75 33 0 33 75 33 0 33
Traminer 61 12 98 111 61 12 0 12 61 12 0 12
Viognier 62 40 0 40 62 40 0 40 62 40 0 40
Total white winegrapes 2,323 1,894 499 2,393 2,336 1,894 261 2,155 2,336 1,894 0 1,894

Total all winegrapes 9,351 2,912 5,381 8,293 9,405 2,912 1,351 4,262 9,405 2,912 1,062 3,973

1
 Supply forecast produced by PGIBSA based on the South Australian vineyard register

2
 A raising factor of 1.0 has been applied to committed intake to allow for non-respondents

2011 2013 2015

Committed intake2 Committed intake2 Committed intake2
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